
Readings for Holy Week 

1 Corinthians 1.18-31 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment  

of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 

since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, God decided, through 

the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 

who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 

but to those who are the called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 

of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 

human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not 

many of you were wise by human standards, not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 

But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong; God chose what is low 

and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one 

might boast in the presence of God. He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for 

us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 

written ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 

John 12.23-33 

Jesus said, “The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it 

for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 

me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I 

say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 

this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, 

glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, 

“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 

crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 

thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 

Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 

sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 

out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate 

the kind of death he was to die.  

Maundy Thursday 

1 Corinthians 11.23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed 

on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body 

that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In 

the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

 

John 13.1-17,31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus 

knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 

who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 

supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going to God, got up from the table, 

took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 

himself. Then he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 

with the towel that was tied around him.  

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 

are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, 

“You do not know now what I am doing, but later 

you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will 

never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 

wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter 

said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who 

has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 

feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though 

not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray 

him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 

clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his 

robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 

call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for 

that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that 

you also should do as I have done to you. Very 

truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one 

who sent them. If you know these things, you are 

blessed if you do them. 



 “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 

and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am 

with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 

‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Good Friday 

Isaiah 52.13-53:12 

See, my servant shall prosper; 

 he shall be exalted and lifted up, 

 and shall be very high. 

Just as there were many  

  who were astonished at him  

 —so marred was his appearance,  

  beyond human semblance, 

 and his form beyond that of mortals— 

so he shall startle many nations; 

 kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which had not been told them  

  they shall see, 

 and that which they had not heard  

  they shall contemplate. 

Who has believed what we have heard? 

 And to whom has the arm of the LORD  

  been revealed? 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

 and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty  

  that we should look at him, 

 nothing in his appearance  

  that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by others; 

 a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces  

 he was despised, and we held him of no account.  

Surely he has borne our infirmities 

 and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken, 

 struck down by God, and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

 crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

 and by his bruises we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have all turned to our own way, 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all.  

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

 yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so he did not open his mouth. 

 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

 Who could have imagined his future? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 

 stricken for the transgression of my people. 

They made his grave with the wicked 

 and his tomb with the rich,  

although he had done no violence, 

 and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

Yet it was the will of the LORD  

  to crush him with pain.  

When you make his life an offering for sin,  

 he shall see his offspring,  

  and shall prolong his days; 

through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 

 Out of his anguish he shall see light;  

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 

 The righteous one, my servant,  

  shall make many righteous, 

 and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out himself to death, 

 and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

 and made intercession for the transgressors.  

 

Holy Saturday 

Psalm 31.1-4,15-16 

In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 

 do not let me ever be put to shame; 

 in your righteousness deliver me.  

Incline your ear to me; 

 rescue me speedily. 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

 a strong fortress to save me.  

You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

 for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,  

take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

 for you are my refuge.  

My times are in your hand; 

 deliver me from the hand  

  of my enemies and persecutors.  

Let your face shine upon your servant; 

 save me in your steadfast love.  


